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6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions enter cat ones from instructions) 

Domestic: S i n g l e  dwelling Domestic: kingle 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categorres from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Stonejgranite 
Colonial Revival walls Rrirk  
Queen Anne 

roof Metnl /rapper 
other Stone/sandstone 

Metal/ t in/iron 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
Sununary Description 

The Edward Nichols House is a large,  2%-story beige brick dwelling located on a two-acre 
l o t  a t  330 West Market Street  i n  the town of Leesburg. Situated on a gradually r i s ing  
knoll overlooking a modern subdivision, the house stood or ig ina l ly  on the western 
outsk i r t s  of town i n  a predcrminantly ru ra l  set t ing.  The imposing dwelling, b u i l t  i n  
1899, is most distinguished fo r  i t s  knowing combination of Victorian and Colonial 
Revival a rch i tec tura l  features ,  i t s  superb craftsmanship, and i ts  remarkable degree of 
or iginal  a rch i tec tura l  in tegr i ty .  Three frame and weatherboarded outbuildings -- a 
laundry, carriage house/barn with attached water tower, and storage shed -- are  a l so  
associated with the residence, making the  complex of buildings a f a i r l y  complete 
representation of the turn-of-the-century urban l i f e s t y l e  of one of Leesburg's most 
prosperous ci t izens.  A wooden gazebo dating from the 1920s is also a handsome addition 
t o  the col lect ion of outbuildings a t  the rear  of the  house. 

Architectural  Analysis 

The Edward Nichols House i s  an i r regular ly  shaped 2%-story 5-course American-bond beige 
brick dwelling. It features  a two-story rear  e l l  as  w e l l  as projecting two-story bay 
windows topped with gables on the  f ron t  and e a s t  elevations. A t a l l  hipped roof covered 
i n  copper sheathing i s  capped by a wrought-iron balustraded deck. Tal l  brick chimneys 
with molded brick and stone caps punctuate the roof a s  do several  tr iangular pedimented 
dormers flanked by Doric p i l a s t e r s .  Completely surrounded by a molded wood cornice 
supported by modillion blocks, the house a l so  features  hidden t i n  gut ters  and decorative 
slate-covered gables containing lunet te  windows with copper tracery.  A narrow brick 
den t i l  row is seen about a foot  below the cornice, creat ing the impression of a brick 
f r ieze  surrounding the building. One of the most handsome features  of the house is  the  
three-bay front  porch which consis ts  of a brick foundation, concrete f loor ,  paired and 
t r ip l ed  red sandstone Tuscan c0lUrnnS atop brick pedestals,  and a copper shed roof above 
a wooden entablature. According t o  the or ig ina l  drawings, the gable which r i s e s  above 
the entrance bay or ig ina l ly  displayed a wooden sunburst design. However, it l a t e r  was 
replaced by the present board-and-batten design. The f ront  porch as  well as  smaller 
side porches display a decorative wrought-iron balustrade. Windows are  t a l l  1/1 sash 
double-hung examples with f l a r ed  stone l i n t e l s  with keystones and stone Sills. Windows 
on the west s ide of the  house a re  flanked by unusual casement storm windows t h a t  ac t  a s  
shut ters  when not i n  use. The f ron t  entrance consis ts  of paneled double doors 
highlighted by a graceful e l l i p t i c a l  fanl ight  above. 

The Nichols House was designed by Lemuel Norris, a l i t t l e  known Washington, D.C. 
archi tect  who practiced from 1895 t o  about 1918. The house is  the only known dwelling 
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8. Statement of Slqnificance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

q naticnally q statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria OA 0 QC OD 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) OA OB OC UD UE OF 00 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture 1899; 1920s 1899; 1920s 

Cultural Affiliation 
N / A  

Significant Person ArchitecffBuilder 
N / A  Norris, Lemuel - Architect 

State significance of property, and justify criteria. criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Statement of Significance 

The Edward Nichols House, a l so  known a s  Hi l lc res t ,  is s ign i f ican t  a s  t he  most 
a rch i tec tura l ly  distinguished turn-of-the-century dwelling i n  the  town of Leesburg. 
Bui l t  i n  1899 f o r  prominent local  lawyer and businessman, Edward Nichols, the  house was 
designed by Washington, D.C. a rch i tec t  Lemuel Norris, who combined elements of both 
the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival s ty les  t o  c rea te  one of Leesburg's f i n e s t  
residences. The o r ig ina l  archi tectural  drawings and bui lder  specif icat ions  f o r  the  
house, i n  the possession of the current owners, a t t e s t  t o  the  a r ch i t ec t ' s  t a l e n t ,  high 
standards of qua l i t y ,  and at tent ion t o  de ta i l .  The Nichols House possesses a 
remarkable degree of o r ig ina l  archi tectural  i n t eg r i t y  and serves a s  a tangible reminder 
of Leesburg's recovery from the economic hardships of the  post-bellum e ra .  The 
property a l so  includes a laundry, storage shed, and carr iage house/barn with an unusual 
water storage tower r i s ing  above i ts  roof. I n  addit ion t o  these three outbuildings,  
there  is a 1920s gazebo associated with the property. The house and associated 
outbuildings, a l l  i n  a nearly perfect  s t a t e  of preservation,  represent a rare  surviving 
turn-of-the-century complex of urban domestic buildings. 

Historical  Background 

The Edward ~ i c h o l s  House, located a t  330 West Market S t r ee t  i n  the  town of Leesburg, 
was b u i l t  i n  1899 on the western ou tsk i r t s  of town near the  junction of the  town's two 
pr incipal  east-west thoroughfares. Although or ig ina l ly  surrounded almost en t i r e ly  by 
ru ra l  landscape, t he  house i s  decidedly an upper middle c l a s s  urban dwelling of 
surprising sca le  and sophistication. 

The small town of Leesburg i n  Loudoun County has served a s  the p o l i t i c a l  and soc ia l  
focus of Loudoun soc ie ty  since the town's designation a s  t he  county sea t  i n  1757. By 
the tu rn  of the  twentieth century Leesburg had begun t o  show increased signs of 
economic prosper i ty ,  a f t e r  experiencing several  decades of depressed economic 
conditions following the  Civi l  War. It is  not surpr is ing,  therefore ,  t h a t  one of the 
town's l a rges t  and f i n e s t  residences took form during t h i s  period. B u i l t  f o r  prominent 
lawyer and businessman, Edward Nichols, it is one of the few houses i n  Loudoun County 
designed by a reg is te red  a rch i tec t  before the  ea r ly  1900s. The Nichols House i s  

D S e e  continuation sheet 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The p r o p e r t y  is d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  2.4-acre l o t  a t  330 West Market  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  
town o f  Leesburg,  V i r g i n i a  as recorded  i n  Loudoun County Deed Book 953, p. 222. 
The e n c l o s e d  s k e t c h  map ( s c a l e  lq1=75 ' ) ,  c l e a r l y  d e n o t i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  
p r o p e r t y ,  is a copy of  t h e  p l a t  accompaoying t h e  deed as recorded .  

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Boundary Justiticatiin 

The boundary i n c l u d e s  t h e  p a r c e l  t h a t  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  been a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
p r o p e r t y .  

q See continuation sheet 
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designed by Norris i n  Loudoun County. A perusal of Norris' a rch i tec tura l  drawings and 
specif icat ions,  together with a careful archi tectural  inspection of the  present 
condition of the  house, reveals how l i t t l e  the house has changed over the l a s t  
eighty-eight years. A copper roof instead of a s l a t e  roof and sandstone porch columns 
instead of cast-iron columns are the only major differences between the a r c h i t e c t ' s  
drawings and the present appearance of the house, and these changes may have occurred 
while the house was under construction. 

The house plan is basically a cent ra l  passage-double p i l e  configuration with an o f f s e t  
a t  the rear  of the  central  passage t o  accommodate the double f l i g h t  s t a i r  and a rear  
service e l l .  A small entrance vestibule leads t o  the cen t r a l  passage through a 
Georgian-inspired frontispiece entrance consisting of a heavy paneled door with a large 
square leaded-glass panel with copper tracery,  flanking leaded-glass s ide l igh t s ,  f l u t e d  
Doric p i l a s t e r s ,  and an e l l i p t i c a l  arched fanlight surmounting the composition. 

The spacious cent ra l  passage o r  h a l l  i s  surrounded by a dark s ta ined paneled oak 
wainscot and a t h i n  decorative p las te r  cornice. The main f i r s t - f loo r  rooms have 
s l id ing  paneled oak doors framed by heavy architrave t r i m  and f inished with gold bronze 
hardware. A s  s t a t ed  i n  the bui lder 's  specifications " A l l  the  hardware of the f i r s t  
s tory t o  be gold bronze except the rooms and h a l l s  of the extension." The most 
prominent feature  of the in t e r io r  i s  the double f l i g h t  s t a i r ,  leading from the s t a i r  
h a l l  t o  the second floor.  It i s  r ichly paneled below a decoratively incised s t r inger .  
The balustrade features  three turned balusters per s tep ,  a molded hand r a i l ,  and a 
square newel faced with f lu t ed  p i las te rs  and topped by an urn f i n i a l .  A large square 
window capped by a rounded arch transom with copper t racery dominates the  s t a i r  landing 
and floods the rear  s t a i r  h a l l  with natural l igh t .  An e l l i p t i c a l  arch or ig ina l ly  
divided the front  entrance h a l l  from the s t a i r  ha l l ;  however, it was removed by l a t e r  
occupants. 

The room t o  the west of the  cent ra l  passage i s  designated a s  the l i b r a r y  on the 
a rch i t ec t ' s  f l oo r  plan. The room currently displays walls covered i n  gold s i l k  
wallpaper, probably dating t o  the 1920s. A photograph taken of the or ig ina l  owners i n  
t h i s  room shows p la in  walls with stenciled f l o r a l  swags bordering the  ce i l ing .  A 
ra ised p las te r  ce i l i ng  design of laure l  crowns and ribbons highl ights  the  ce i l i ng  
i n  t h i s  room; however, t h i s  decorative element must have been executed a f t e r  the 
or ig ina l  owners' occupancy a s  it i s  not shown i n  the above mentioned photograph. The 
mantel i n  the l i b ra ry  is unusual f o r  i t s  tapered p i l a s t e r s  with carved l i ons '  paw bases 
on pedestals and its grotesque free-standing carved g r i f f i n s  which support a shelf  
above a large mirrored overmantel. 

The room t o  the e a s t  of the cent ra l  passage i s  designated the parlor on the  o r ig ina l  
archi tectural  drawings. Its walls are  clad i n  blue s i l k  wallpaper and a p l a s t e r  cove 
molding surrounds the room. The ce i l ing  i n  t h i s  room features  a de l ica te  ra i sed  
p las te r  f l o r a l  design with four r ichly detailed bouquets of painted flowers, each of 
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them different ,  located i n  each corner of the  room. The par lor  mantel i s  painted oak 
and has bracketed modillions above a decoratively carved f r i eze .  No ovennantel is 
present. A l l  f i replaces  i n  the house have shallow coal-burning grates  framed by 
rectangular ceramic t i l e s  of various colors. 

The dining rona i s  located eas t  of the s t a i r  h a l l  and contains a dark s ta ined paneled 
oak wainscot with green s i l k  wallpaper above. The oak mantel is simple i n  design and 
is flanked by t a l l  pedestals, presumably used t o  hold s ta tuary  o r  vases. 

A smaller room, cal led the den i n  the or iginal  a rch i tec tura l  drawings, is s i tua t ed  t o  
the west of the s t a i r  ha l l .  Its in t e r io r  woodwork is s imi la r  t o  the other f i r s t - f loo r  
rooms while a door with a rectangular transom provides access t o  a small porch with red 
sandstone Tuscan columns on brick pedestals. 

Immediately north of the s t a i r  h a l l  and dining room is the  rear  service e l l  consisting 
of a h a l l  w i t h  a narrow service s t a i r  t o  the second f l o o r ,  a small pantry, and a 
kitchen with an adjacent porch. These rooms are  f inished i n  a simple manner using l e s s  
elaborate wood trim and l e s s  expensive hardware. The kitchen i s  the only room i n  the 
house tha t  has been modernized, although or ig ina l  f in i shes  remain in tac t .  

Four spacious bedrooms, a t i l e d  bathroom, a large s t a i r  h a l l ,  and rear  servants '  
quarters are  located on the second floor.  Each of these rooms has p l a s t e r  walls and a 
minimum of decorative woodwork. High molded baseboards and molded door t r i m  are  seen 
i n  each principal room and most mantels consis t  of a simple shelf  supported by 
free-standing columns of different  orders on pedestals.  Freizes a re  usually adorned 
with a c lass ica l  motif. 

The a rch i tec t ' s  a t tent ion t o  d e t a i l  i s  c lear ly  seen throughout the drawings and 
specifications. H i s  in te res t  i n  using the best  avai lable  mater ia ls  is noted i n  
instructions t o  contractors. Such statements as  "The e n t i r e  surface of c e l l a r  £1 ors  9 and areas t o  be rendered with bes t  cement concrete, put down i n  the  best  manner; " or  
" A l l  the walls and par t i t ions t o  be b u i l t  of the best  hard brick i n  mortar, with small 
joints slushed up f u l l  and well bonded. No s o f t  o r  salmon brick t o  be used;" o r  " A l l  
the lathing t o  be done with the best  qual i ty  spruce l a ths , "  indicate  a professional 
standard rarely seen i n  local archi tects  o r  contractors of the  period. Even the a t t i c  
did not escape the  a rch i tec t ' s  a t tent ion.  The e n t i r e  space i s  f inished i n  
tongue-and-grooved ver t ica l  wood boards and divided i n t o  convenient storage uni ts .  
Free-standing chamfered posts help support the copper hipped roof and even a s t a i r  
leading t o  the deck atop the roof has turned ba lus te rs  and a turned newel. 

The archi tectural  drawings of the Nichols House do not ind ica te  the  construction of any 
outbuildings; however, based on t h e i r  general a r ch i t ec tu ra l  character ,  three 
contributing outbuildings located t o  the rear  of the  house appear t o  date from t h e  same 
period. 
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The largest  outbuilding i s  a two-story frame and weatherboarded carriage house/barn 
featuring s l a t t e d  wooden vents on the upper f loo r ,  a cen t r a l  f ront  gable covered i n  
decorative wood shingles, and a standing-seam metal roof with a square vented cupola 
topped by a weathervane. An unusual rectangular weatherboarded water tower r i s e s  
behind the carriage house/barn. The uppermost stage of the tower is  c lad  i n  decorative 
s l a t e  shingles. Pa r t i a l ly  supported by chamfered brackets, it overhangs the  t a l l  
rectangular base. This compartment holds t w o  large wooden vats once used t o  s t o r e  
water t h a t  was piped up from a subterranean we l l .  

The other two turn-of-the-century outbuildings include a two-story frame and 
weatherboarded laundry w i t h  a cen t ra l  f ront  shingled gable and 616 sash double-hung 
windows and a small one-story frame and weatherboarded storage shed. The only o ther  
building besides the turn-of-the-century outbuildings associated with the property i s  a 
frame gazebo w e s t  of the house which consis ts  of Tuscan columns, a turned balustrade,  
and a standing-seam metal hipped roof. Dating £ran the 1920s, the gazebo has re ta ined  
its archi tectural  character and contributes t o  the  col lect ion of outbuildings 
associated with the  house from 1899 t o  the 1920s. 

The house and outbuildings are  s i tua ted  on a two-acre town l o t  bordered on the  west by 
a wooden fence, on the  north and e a s t  by a wire fence, and on the south ( f ron t )  by a 
handsome three-foot high red sandstone wall with openings fo r  a drive leading t o  the  
west side of the house and a wrought-iron gate and gravel walk leading t o  the  west s i d e  
of the house. The lawn is dotted with mature shade t r ees  and ornamental shrubbery and 
the remnants of a boxwood garden are  seen northwest of the house. 

DAE 

NOTES - 

1. Copy of building specifications f o r  the Edward Nichols House i n  possession of 
current owner, p. 20. 

2. Ibid. p. 3. 

3. Ibid. p. 4. 

4. Ibid. p. 9. 
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exceptional i n  its qual i ty  of design worhanship. Norris'  design combined an i r regular  
Queen Anne building mass and plan with elegant and f ine ly  a r t i cu la t ed  Colonial Revival 
detai ls  and features.  The house is without r i v a l  f o r  sophis t ica t ion  of design i n  the 
leesburg area. 

Edward Nichols f o r  whom the house was b u i l t ,  was born 1 March 1847 i n  Columbiana 
County, Ohio. H i s  f a ther ,  Jesse Nichols, who had moved t o  Ohio from Loudoun County, 
Virginia, returned t o  Loudoun County with h i s  family i n  1870. Edward Nichols began 
that  year t o  study law while continuing t o  work on h i s  f a t h e r ' s  farm, and i n  1872 he 
was admitted t o  the bar and opened an of f ice  i n  Leesburg. Soon the rea f t e r ,  he became a 
respected attorney and businessman, investing i n  the Leesburg Inn, becoming a director  
of the Waterford Mutual F i re  Insprance Company, and becoming the president of the 
Loudoun National Bank of Leesburg. 

Nichols a l so  was prcwinent i n  loca l  c iv i c  a f f a i r s .  H e  promoted the  construction of the 
Leesburg town h a l l ,  the  1893 Loudoun County Courthou$e, a s  well  a s  the Confederate 
Soldiers and Sailors Monument i n  t h e  courthouse square. 

3 On 19 June 1882 Nichols purchased from Alfred Cline three  l o t s  just  outside Leesburq4 
and hired Lemuel Norris, a Washington, D.C. a r ch i t ec t ,  t o  design a house f o r  the site. 
The house was erected i n  1899 and was probably b u i l t  by John Norris and Sons [no known 
relation t o  the a rch i tec t )  who was the a rea ' s  most p r o l i f i c  building contractor of the  
period. 

The architect  of the  Nichols House, Lemuel Norris, began t o  study archi tecture  i n  1868 
and s tar ted an independent pract ice  i n  1895. He i s  not l i s t e d  a s  an a rch i t ec t  i n  
national archi tects  director ies  published i n  1887 and 1894; however, he gecame an 
associate member of thg American I n s t i t u t e  of Architects on 7 August 1901 and was 
still a member i n  1914. Besides being the a rch i t ec t  of the  Nichols House, Norris was 
the designer of a three-story brick commercial building known as the  C. C. Glover 
Building i n  Wash'n on, D.C. i n  1 9 0 0 ~  a s  well a s  t h e  Joseph L. Norris Building i n  B * Leesburg i n  1899. I n  the 1918 ed i t i on  of Hendrick's Commercial Register Lemuel Norris 
is l i s t ed  as  an a rch i tec t  whose practice w a s  located a t  1441 U S t r e e t ,  N. W. i n  
Washingtong D.C., but surprisingly,  he i s  not l i s t e d  i n  t h e  1917 c i t y  business 
directory. 

Edward Nichols may have been prompted t o  construct h i s  house by thoughts of matrimony. 
On a v i s i t  t o  Europe i n  1897 he met Florfipce Brown of Cleveland, Ohio whom he married 
i n  1899, the year t h e  house was b u i l t .  M r s .  Nichols was an act ive patron of the 
a r t s ,  par t icular ly  painting, which implies t h a t  she probably h i r e d  loca l  a r t i s t s  t o  
decorate the cei l ings of the pr incipal  f i r s t - f loo r  rooms of the  house. It i s  known 
tha t  she c m i s s i o n e d  a loca l  a r t i s t ,  Hugh H. Breckenridge, t o  paint p o r t r a i t s  of 
various ~ t r c u i t  court  judges which hanq i n  the 1893 courthouse along with one of Edward 
Nichols. 
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Edward Nichols died sud&!nly on 20 August 1923, while sunmering with h i s  wife i n  
Uniontown, Pennsylvania. H i s  funeral  was held a t  h i s  home i n  Leesburg. Having been 
a member of t h ~ ~ f r i e n d s  Society of nearby Lincoln, he w a s  buried i n  the  Friends 
cemetery @ere. Mrs. Nichols soon so ld  the house t o  Frank D. Paul and l e f t  
Leesburg. Since the Paul 's  occupancy, the  house has only changed ownership twice i n  
the l a s t  several decades and each family has fas t idiously maintained the  house and 
grounds. The property remains one of the best  preserved examples of 
turn-of-the-century archi tecture  i n  Loudoun County. 
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NOTES - 

1. Loudoun Times, 23 August 1923, p. 1. 

2. Ibid. 

3. Loudoun County, Deed Book Liber 6-S, f o l i o  225, recorded 24 June 1882. 

4. Undated blueprints and specif icat ions i n  possession of current  owners; copies a t  
DHL . 

5. Report from American I n s t i t u t e  of Architects i n  possession of current owners. 

6. Provided by D r .  Edward Lay, professor of a rch i tec tura l  h i s tory ,  University of 
Virginia, Charlottesvil le.  

7. Manufacturers' Record, 5:17, n.p. 1900. 

8. Manufacturers' Record, 3:3, n.p. 1899. 

9. Hendricks' Commercial Register of the United S ta t e s  f o r  Buyers and Se l le rs ,  27th 
Annual Edition. (New York, New York: S. E. Hendricks Co., Inc., 19181, p. 42. 

10. Loudoun County Land Tax Books, 1898-1900; no value was entered f o r  buildings i n  
1898 o r  1899, but $9,000 was added i n  1900. 

11. Reminiscence by unidentified nephew o r  niece of Nichols, n.d., i n  possession of 
current owners. 

12. Loudoun Times, 23 August 1923, p. 1. 

13. Loudoun Times, 23 August 1923, p. 1. 

14. Loudoun County, Deed Book 9-R, pp. 356-358, recorded 26 November 1923. 



April 1, 1988 

TO MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

RE BAR RECOMMENDATION OF A NEW HISTORIC SITE 

Pursuant to Section 3B-8 of the Leesburg Historic District 

Regulations, the Board of Architectural Review has recommended that 

 illcr crest," (the Edward Nichols House) the property at 330 West 

Market Street, be designated as an individual historic site governed by the 

same regulations as the Old and Historic District. 

The Historic District Regulations adopted on February 12, 1987, 

provide a procedure for both expansion of the Historic District as well as 

designation of individual properties outside the Historic District. If so 

designated, a property would retain its underlying zoning district 

classification and would have the "H-I" overlay zone. This means that all 

changes to the property would require approval of the Board of 

Architectural Review. The designation would not affect adjacent 

properties. Establishment of the "H-1" overlay is officially a zoning map 

amendment that must follow the same procedure as any other rezoning, 

including notification to adjacent property owners and public hearings. 

At the BAR meeting on March 21, Tom Jewel1 and Kevin Goeller, 

co-owners of Hillcrest, made a presentation to the Board describing the 

history and significance of their property. Hillcrest has been listed on 

both the Virginia and National Registers of Historic Places. A copy of the 

National Register lomination form and the Leesburg architectural survey 

form are attached. The Virginia Division of Historic land mar^' staff 

assessed the property as "the most architecturally distinguished 

I t  turn-of-the-century dwelling in the Town of Leesburg," and as being in a 



BAR RECOMMENDATION L. A NEW HISTORIC SITE 

nearly perfect state of preservation." The property includes the 

distinguished 1899 Colonial Revival residence and a laundry, storage shed 

and carriage house/barn 

The Board believes that the recognition of Hillcrest on the National 

Register demonstrates its worthiness for protection by local ordinance. 

According to the zoning ordinance, a site must meet one or more of the 

criteria listed in Section 3B-8(b)(l) to be recommended for local 

protection. Hillcrest certainly meets the first two criteria: 

((a)) has significant character, interest or value as part of the 
town's development or heritage. 

((b)) portrays the environment in an era of history characterized by a 
distinctive architectural style. 

The Board also passed a motion of 4 to 0 with two abstentions to 

recommend that Council work with the owners of Hillcrest to find an 

adaptive reuse for the property that would preserve it while bringing in a 

reasonable economic return. If adoption of the revised residential 

districts would expand the potential uses for Hillcrest, then the Board 

recommends that the Council consider expediting their review. 

The owners of Hillcrest support the Board's recommendation to 

designate their property as an individual historic site. Therefore, we 

recommend that the Council initiate a zoning map amendment to rezone the 

property to the H-1 overlay and set a joint Council/Planning Commission 

public hearing to consider this amendment. The next available hearing date 

is May 11, 1988. 

C -2' ,l'. 1.52i<,.~,, ; L . L L [  

Susan Sherman, AICP 
Planner 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines 
for Completing Natbnal Register Forms (National Register Elulietin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the properly being documented, enter "NIA for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials. 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 10.900a). T y p  all entries. 

1. Name at Proaertv 
historic name N i c l ~ o l s .  Edward, House 
other nameslsite number H a r e s t  DHI. F i l e  No. 757 - 63 

2. Location 
street & number 330 West -t not for publication 
city, town &$J vicinity - 
state Virginia code 5 1 county T . o ~ ~ r l o ~ t n  code 107  zip code 77075 

3. Class i f icat ion 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 

private building@) Contributing Noncontributing 
public-local q district 3 

0 
buildings 

publicBtate q site 7. - s~tes 
public-Federal structure 0 0 structures 

q object 0 0 objects 
3 1 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
N/A listed in the National Register 0 

4. StatelFederal  Agency  Cer t i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nnom ina t i on  request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forlh in 36 CFR Part 60. 
in my opinion, the property o m e e t s  O d o e s  not meet the National Register criteria. O s e e  continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official Date I 
1 State or Federal agency and bureau I 
I In my opinion, the property meets O d o e s  not meet the National Register criteria. see continuation sheet. 

I Signature of commenting or other official Dale 1 
I State or Federal aaencv and bureau I 
5. Nat ional  Park Senrice Cer t i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certifv that this DroDerty is: . .  - 
Oen te red  in the National Register. 

See Continuation sheet. 
Odetermined eligible for the National 

Register. O s e e  continuation sheet. 
nde le rm ined  not eligible for the 

National Register. 

removed from the National Register. 
m o t h e r ,  (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) - 

foundation S tone lg ran i t e  
Colonial Revival walls Brlck 
Uueen Anne 

roof MetaUcopper 
other Stonelsandstone 

Meta l J t in I i ron  

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
Summary Descript ion 

The Edward Nichols House i s  a l a r g e ,  2%-story beige br ick  dwelling loca ted  on a two-acre 
l o t  a t  330 W e s t  Market S t r e e t  i n  t h e  town of Leesburg. S i t u a t e d  on a gradual ly  rising 
kno l l  overlooking a modern subd iv i s ion ,  t h e  house s tood o r i g i n a l l y  on t h e  western 
o u t s k i r t s  of town i n  a predominantly r u r a l  s e t t i n g .  The imposing dwel l ing ,  b u i l t  i n  
1899, i s  most d i s t ingu i shed  f o r  i t s  knowing combination of Vic to r i an  and Colonia l  
Revival a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s ,  i t s  superb craftsmanship,  and i t s  remarkable degree of 
o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  Three frame and weatherboarded ou tbu i ld ings  -- a 
laundry, c a r r i a g e  house/barn with a t tached water tower,  and s to rage  shed -- a r e  a l s o  
associa ted  with t h e  res idence ,  making t h e  complex of bu i ld ings  a f a i r l y  complete 
representa t ion  of t h e  turn-of-the-century urban l i f e s t y l e  of one of Leesburg 's  most 
prosperous c i t i z e n s .  

Arch i t ec tu ra l  Ar~alys is  

The Edward Nichols House is an  irregularly-shaped 2%-story 5-course American bond beige 
brick dwelling. I t  f e a t u r e s  a two-story r e a r  e l l  a s  we l l  a s  p r o j e c t i n g  two-story bay 
windows topped with gables on t h e  f r o n t  and e a s t  e l eva t ions .  A t a l l  hipped roof covered 
i n  copper sheath ing is capped by a wrought-iron balus t raded deck. T a l l  b r i c k  chimneys 
with molded b r i c k  and s tone  caps punctuate the  roof a s  do severa l  t r i a n g u l a r  pedimented 
dormers f lanked by Doric p i l a s t e r s .  Completely surrounded by a molded wood cornice  
supported by modi l l ion  blocks,  t h e  house a l s o  f e a t u r e s  hidden t i n  g u t t e r s  and decora t ive  
slate-covered gab les  conta in ing l u n e t t e  windows with copper t r ace ry .  A narrow b r i c k  
d e n t i l  row is seen about a f o o t  below the  cornice ,  c r e a t i n g  the  impression of a b r i c k  
f r i e z e  surrounding t h e  building.  One of t h e  most handsome f e a t u r e s  of t h e  house is t h e  
three-bay f r o n t  porch which c o n s i s t s  of a br ick  foundation,  concre te  f l o o r ,  p a i r e d  and 
t r i p l e d  r e d  sandstone Tuscan columns a top  brick p e d e s t a l s ,  and a copper shed roof above 
a wooden en tab la tu re .  According t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  drawings, t h e  gable which r i s e s  above 
the  ent rance  bay o r i g i n a l l y  d isplayed a wooden sunburst  design. However, it l a t e r  was 
replaced by t h e  present  board-and-batten design. The f r o n t  porch a s  wel l  a s  s m a l l e r  
s ide  porches d i sp lay  a decora t ive  wrought-iron ba lus t rade .  Windows a r e  t a l l  1/ 1 sash  
double-hung examples with f l a r e d  s tone  l i n t e l s  with keystones and s tone  sills. The 
f r o n t  ent rance  c o n s i s t s  of paneled double doors h igh l igh ted  by a g race fu l  e l l i p t i c a l  
f a n l i g h t  above. 

The Nichols House was designed by Lemuel Norris ,  a l i t t l e  known Washington, D.C. 
a r c h i t e c t  who p r a c t i c e d  from 1895 t o  about 1918. The house i s  t h e  only known dwelling 
designed by Norr is  i n  Loudoun County. A perusal  of Norr is '  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  drawings and 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  toge the r  with a c a r e f u l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  inspec t ion  of t h e  p r e s e n t  

a ~ e e  continuation sheet 
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condition of the  house, reveals how l i t t l e  the house .has  changed over the l a s t  
eighty-eight years. 

The house plan is basical ly  a cent ra l  passage-double p i l e  configuration with an o f f s e t  
a t  the rear  of the cent ra l  passage t o  accommodate the double f l i g h t  s t a i r  and a rear  
service e l l .  A small entrance vestibule leads t o  the cent ra l  passage through a 
~eorg ian- insp i red  front ispiece entrance consisting of a heavy paneled door with a large 
square leaded g lass  panel with copper t racery,  flanking leaded glass  s ide l igh ts ,  f l u t ed  
Doric p i l a s t e r s ,  and an e l l i p t i c a l  arched fanl ight  surmounting the composition. 

The spacious cen t r a l  passage o r  h a l l  is surrounded by a dark s ta ined paneled oak 
wainscot and a t h i n  decorative plaster  cornice. The main f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms have 
s l iding paneled oak doors framed by heavy architrave t r i m  and finished with gold bronze 
hardware. A s  s t a t e d  i n  the bui lder ' s  specif icat ions " A l l  the  hardware of the f i r s t  
story t o  be gold bronze except the rooms and h a l l s  of the extension." The most 
prominent feature  of the in t e r io r  is the double f l i g h t  s t a i r ,  leading from the s t a i r  
h a l l  t o  the second f loor .  I t  i s  richly paneled below a decoratively incised s t r inger .  
The balustrade features  three turned balusters per s t ep ,  a molded hand r a i l ,  and a 
square newel faced with f luted p i l a s t e r s  and topped by an urn f i n i a l .  A large square 
window capped by a rounded arch transom with copper t racery dominates the s t a i r  landing 
and floods the r ea r  s t a i r  h a l l  with natural  l igh t .  

The room t o  the  west of the cent ra l  passage is designated a s  the l ib rary  on the 
a rch i t ec t ' s  f l oo r  plan. The room currently displays walls covered i n  gold s i l k  
wallpaper, probably dating t o  the 1920s. A photograph taken of the or ig ina l  ovmers i n  
t h i s  room shows p la in  walls with s tenci led f l o r a l  swags bordering the ce i l ing .  A 
raised p l a s t e r  ce i l i ng  design of laure l  crowns and ribbons highl ights  the ce i l i ng  
in  t h i s  room; hcwever, t h i s  decorative element m u s t  have been executed a f t e r  the 
or iginal  owners' occupancy as  it is not shown i n  the above mentioned photograph. The 
mantel i n  the  l i b ra ry  is unusual f o r  i ts  tapered p i l a s t e r s  with carved l ions '  paw bases 
on pedestals and i t s  grotesque free-standing carved g r i f f i n s  which support a shelf 
above a large mirrored overmantel. 

The room t o  the e a s t  of the cent ra l  passage is designated the par lor  on the or iginal  
a rch i tec tura l  drawings. Its walls are clad i n  blue s i l k  wallpaper and a p las te r  cove 
molding surrounds the room. The cei l ing in  t h i s  room features  a del icate  raised 
p las te r  f l o r a l  design w i t h  four r ichly detai led bouquets of painted flowers, each of 
them d i f f e r e n t ,  located i n  each corner of the room. The par lor  mantel is painted oak 
and has bracketed modillions above a decoratively carved f r i eze .  No overmantel is 
present. A l l  f i rep laces  i n  the house have shallow coal-burning grates  framed by 
.rectangular ceramic t i l e s  of various colors. 

The dining room i s  located e a s t  of the s t a i r  ha l l  and contains a dark s ta ined paneled 
oak wainscot with green s i l k  wallpaper above. The oak mantel i s  simple i n  design and 
is  flanked by t a l l  pedestals,  presumably used t o  hold s ta tuary o r  vases. 
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A smaller room, ca l led  the den i n  the or ig ina l  a rch i tec tura l  drawings, i s  s i tua ted  t o  
the west of the s t a i r  ha l l .  Its i n t e r i o r  woodwork is  s imilar  t o  the other f i r s t - f loo r  
rooms while a door with a rectangular transom provides access t o  a small porch with red 
sandstone Tuscan columns on brick pedestals.  

Immediately north of the s t a i r  h a l l  and dining room is the  rear  service e l l  consisting 
of a h a l l  with a narrow service s t a i r  t o  the second f l o o r ,  a small pantry, and a 
kitchen with an adjacent porch. These rooms are  f in i shed  i n  a simple manner using l e s s  
elaborate wood t r i m  and l e s s  expensive hardware. The kitchen i s  the only room i n  the 
house t h a t  has been modernized, although or iginal  f i n i shes  remain in t ac t .  

Four spacious bedrooms, a t i l e d  bathroom, a large s t a i r  h a l l ,  and rear  servants '  
quarters are  located on the second f loor .  Each of these rooms has p las te r  walls and a 
minimum of decorative woodwork. High molded baseboards and molded door trim are  seen 
i n  each pr incipal  room and most mantels consis t  of a simple shelf supported by 
free-standing columns of d i f fe ren t  orders on pedestals.  Freizes are  usually adorned 
with a c l a s s i ca l  motif. 

The a rch i t ec t ' s  a t ten t ion  t o  d e t a i l  i s  c lear ly  seen throughout the drawings and 
specifications.  H i s  i n t e re s t  i n  using the best avai lable  mater ia ls  i s  noted i n  
instruct ions t o  contractors.  Such statements a s  "The e n t i r e  surface of c e l l a r  f l2ors  
and areas t o  be rendered with bes t  cement concrete, put down i n  the best manner;" o r  
"All the walls and pa r t i t i ons  t o  be b u i l t  of the best  hard brick i n  mortar, with small 
joints slushed up f u l l  and w e l l  bonded. No s o f t  o r  salmon br 'ck t o  be used;" o r  " A l l  4 .  the la thing t o  be done with the best  quali ty spruce l a t h s , "  lndicate  a professional 
standard r a re ly  seen i n  local  a rch i tec ts  o r  contractors of the period. Even the a t t i c  
did not escape the a rch i t ec t ' s  a t tent ion.  The e n t i r e  space i s  f inished i n  
tongue-and-grooved v e r t i c a l  wood boards and divided i n t o  convenient storage uni ts .  
Free-standing chamfered posts help support the copper hipped roof and even a s t a i r  
leading t o  the deck atop the roof has turned balusters  and a turned newel. 

The a rch i tec tura l  drawings of the Nichols House do not indicate  the  construction of any 
outbuildings; however, based on t h e i r  general a rch i tec tura l  character ,  contributing 
outbuildings located t o  the rear  of the  house appear t o  da te  from the  same period. 

The l a rges t  outbuilding is a two-story frame and weatherboarded carriage house/barn 
featuring s l a t t e d  wooden vents on the upper f l o o r ,  a c e n t r a l  f r o n t  gable covered in  
decorative wood shingles,  and a standing seam metal roof with a square vented cupola 
topped by a weathervane. An unusual rectangular weatherboarded water tower r i s e s  
behind the carriage house/barn. The uppermost stage of the  tower i s  clad i n  decorative 
s l a t e  shingles.  Pa r t i a l ly  supported by chamfered brackets ,  it overhangs the t a l l  
rectangular base. This compartment holds two large wooden va ts  once used t o  s tore  
water t h a t  was piped up from a subterranean well. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

#. Certifying official has considered the significance - of this property - in relation to - other properties: 
U nationally Usratewide I-XJ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria OA 0 8  OC D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) -0 A B c D E a F G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Signilicance Significant Dates 
tu re  1899 1899 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/  A 

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder 
N / A  Norris,Lemuel - Architect 

- -- - 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Statement of Significance 

/ The . Edward Nichols House, a l so  known as  Hi l l c r e s t ,  i s  s ign i f i can t  a s  the most 
a rch i tec tura l ly  distinguished turn-of-the-century dwelling i n  the town of Leesburg. 
Bui l t  i n  1899 f o r  prominent l oca l  lawyer and businessman, Edward Nichols, the  house was 
designed by Washington, D.C. a r ch i t ec t  Lemuel Norris, who combined elements of both 
the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival s ty l e s  t o  create  one of Leesburg's f i n e s t  
residences. The o r ig ina l  a rch i tec tura l  drawings and builder spec i f ica t ions  f o r  the 
house, i n  the possession of the current owners, a t t e s t  t o  the a r c h i t e c t ' s  t a l e n t ,  high 
standards of qua l i ty ,  and a t ten t ion  t o  de ta i l .  The Nichols House possesses a 
remarkable degree of or ig ina l  a rch i tec tura l  in tegr i ty  and serves as  a tangible  reminder 
of Leesburg's recovery from the economic hardships of the post-bellum e r a .  The 
property a l so  includes a laundry, storage shed, and carriage house/barn with an unusual 
water storage tower r i s ing  above i ts  roof. The house and associated outbuildings,  a l l  " i n  a nearly perfect s t a t e  of preservation, represent a ra re  surviving 
turn-of-the-century complex of urban domestic buildings. 

Historical  Background 

The Edward Nichols House, located a t  330 West Market S t ree t  i n  the town of Leesburg, 
was b u i l t  i n  1899 on the western outsk i r t s  of town near the junction of the town's two 
principal east-west thoroughfares. Although or ig ina l ly  surrounded almost e n t i r e l y  by 
rura l  landscape, the house is decidedly an upper middle c l a s s  urban dwelling of 
surprising scale  and sophis t icat ion.  

The small town of Leesburg i n  Loudoun County has served a s  the p o l i t i c a l  and soc ia l  
focus of Loudoun society since the town's designation as  the county s e a t  i n  1757. By 
the turn of the twentieth century Leesburg had begun t o  show increased s igns of 
economic prosperi ty ,  a f t e r  experiencing several  decades of depressed economic 
conditions following the C iv i l  War. I t  is not surpr is ing,  therefore ,  t h a t  one of the 
town's l a rges t  and f i n e s t  residences took form during t h i s  period. Bui l t  f o r  prominent 
lawyer and businessman, Edward Nichols, it is  one of the few houses i n  Loudoun County 
designed by a reg is te red  a rch i t ec t  before the ear ly  1900s. The Nichols House is 

See continuation sheet 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The property i s  descr ibed  a s  the  2.4-acre l o t  a t  330 West Market S t r e e t  i n  t h e  town 
of Leesburg, Vi rg in ia  as recorded i n  Loudoun County Deed Book 953, p .  222. The 
enclosed sketch  map ( s c a l e  lH=75') ,  c l e a r l y  denoting t h e  b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  p roper ty ,  
is a copy of t h e  p l a t  accompanying the  deed a s  recorded.  
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Boundary Justification 

The boundary inc ludes  the  parce l  t h a t  has h i s t o r i c a l l y  been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  the  
property.  
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The other two contr ibut ing outbuildings include a two-story frame and weatherboarded 
laundry with a cen t r a l  f ron t  shingled gable and 6/6 sash double-hung windows and a 
small one-story frame and weatherboarded storage shed. The only other  building 
associated with the  property is  a frame gazebo west of the  house which consis ts  of 
Tuscan columns, a turned balustrade,  and a standing seam metal hipped roof. Dating 
from the 1920s, the gazebo was not b u i l t  during the  property 's  period of significance 
and i s  therefore  considered a noncontributing element. 

The house and outbuildings a re  s i t ua t ed  on a two-acre town l o t  bordered on the west by 
a wooden fence,  on the north and e a s t  by a w i r e  fence,  and on the  south ( f ron t )  by a 
handsome three-foot high red sandstone wall  with openings f o r  a drive leading t o  the 
west s ide of the house and a wrought-iron gate  and gravel  walk leading t o  the west s ide 
of the house. The lawn is  dotted with mature shade t r e e s  and ornamental shrubbery and 
the remnants of a boxwood garden are  seen northwest of the  house. 

DAE 

NOTES - 

1. Copy of building spec i f ica t ions  f o r  the  Edward Nichols House i n  possession of 
current owner, p. 20. 

2. Ibid.  p. 3. 

3. Ibid.  p. 4. 

4. Ibid.  p. 9. 
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except ional  i n  its q u a l i t y  of des ign workmanship. N o r r i s '  design combined an i r r e g u l a r  
Queen Anne b u i l d i n g  mass and p lan  with e l e g a n t  and f i n e l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  Colonial  Revival 
d e t a i l s  and f e a t u r e s .  The house is without  r i v a l  f o r  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  of des ign i n  t h e  

L/' Leesburg a rea .  

Edward Nichols f o r  whom t h e  house was b u i l t ,  was born 1 March 1847 i n  Colmbiana 
County, Ohio. H i s  f a t h e r ,  Jesse Nichols ,  who had moved t o  Ohio from Loudoun County, 
Vi rg in ia ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  Loudoun County with h i s  fami ly  i n  1870. Edward Nichols began 
t h a t  year t o  s tudy law while cont inuing t o  work on h i s  f a t h e r ' s  farm, and i n  1872 he 
was admitted t o  t h e  b a r  and opened an  o f f i c e  i n  Leesburg. Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  he became a 
respected  a t t o r n e y  and businessman, i n v e s t i n g  i n  t h e  Leesburg Inn,  becoming a d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  Waterford Mutual F i r e  Insflrance Company, and becoming t h e  p res iden t  of t h e  
Loudoun National  Bank of Leesburg. 

Nichols a l s o  was prominent i n  l o c a l  c i v i c  a f f a i r s .  He promoted the  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  
Leesburg town h a l l ,  t h e  1893 Loudoun County Courthousle, a s  wel l  as t h e  Confederate 
So ld ie r s  and S a i l o r s  Monument i n  t h e  courthouse square.  

On 19 June 1882 Nichols purchased from Alfred  Cl ine  t h r e e  l o t s  j u s t  ou t s ide  Leesburg 
3 

and h i r e d  Lemuel Nor r i s ,  a  Washington, D.C. a r c h i t e c t ,  t o  des ign a house f o r  t h e  s i t e .  
4 

The house w a s  e r e c t e d  i n  1899 and was probably b u i l t  by John Norris  and Sons (no known 
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t )  who was t h e  a r e a ' s  most p r o l i f i c  bu i ld ing  con t rac to r  of t h e  
period.  

The a r c h i t e c t  of t h e  Nichols Iiouse, Lemuel Nor r i s ,  began t o  s tudy a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  1868 
and s t a r t e d  an independent p r a c t i c e  i n  1895. He i s  no t  l i s t e d  a s  an a r c h i t e c t  i n  
na t ional  a r c h i t e c t s  d i r e c t o r i e s  publ ished i n  1887 and 1894; however, he p c a m e  an  
assoc ia te  member of th% American I n s t i t u t e  of A r c h i t e c t s  on 7 August 1901 and was 
s t i l l  a member i n  1914. Besides being t h e  a r c h i t e c t  of t h e  Nichols House, Norris  w a s  
the  designer of a  th ree - s to ry  b r i c k  fommercial b u i l d i n g  known a s  t h e  C. C. Glover 
Building i n  Wash'ngton, D.C. i n  1900 as we l l  a s  t h e  Joseph L. Norris  Building i n  b 
Leesburg i n  1899. I n  t h e  1918 e d i t i o n  of Hendrick 's  Commercial Reg i s t e r  Lemuel Norr is  
i s  l i s t e d  a s  an  a r c h i t e c t  whose p r a c t i c e  was l o c a t e d  a t  1441 U S t r e e t ,  N. W. i n  
Washingtong D.C., b u t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  he i s  n o t  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  1917 c i t y  business 
d i rec to ry .  

Edward Nichols may have been prompted t o  c o n s t r u c t  h i s  house by thoughts  of matrimony. 
On a v i s i t  t o  Europe i n  1897 he met Flofgnce Brown of Cleveland,  Ohio whom he married 
i n  1899, t h e  year  t h e  house was b u i l t .  Mrs. Nichols  was a n  a c t i v e  pat ron of the  
a r t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p a i n t i n g ,  which impl ies  t h a t  she probably h i r e d  l o c a l  a r t i s t s  t o  
decorate t h e  c e i l i n g s  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms of t h e  house. I t  i s  known 
t h a t  she commissioned a l o c a l  a r t i s t ,  Hugh H. Breckenridge, t o  p a i n t  p o r t r a i t s  of 
var ious  y j r c u i t  c o u r t  judges which hang i n  the  1893 courthouse along with one of Edward 
Nichols. 
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Edward Nichols died su-nly on 20 August 1923, while summering with h i s  wife i n  
Uniontown, Pennsylvania. H i s  funera l  was held a t  h i s  home i n  Leesburg. Having been 
a member of thy3Friends Society of nearby Lincoln, he was buried i n  the  Friends 
cemetery ,$here. M r s .  Nichols soon sold the  house t o  Frank D. Paul and l e f t  
Leesburg. Since the  Paul ' s  occupancy, the house has only changed ownership twice i n  
the l a s t  several  decades and each family has fas t id ious ly  maintained the house and 
grounds. The property remains one of the best  preserved examples of 
turn-of-the-century a rch i tec ture  i n  Loudoun County. 



-----"A 6 ,  vvuuvurr LUUIILY, VH 
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